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Highlights

World's Largest Brat Fest Pays
Tribute to Veterans and Military

National Anthem

MADISON, Wis. (May 18, 2015) - Memorial Day started as an event

Complimentary Brat

to honor Union soldiers who had died during the American Civil
War. After World War I, it was extended to include all men and women
who died in any war or military action.
The World’s Largest Brat Fest is a family friendly event that has
always been held over the Memorial Day Weekend for the last 33
years. Since its humble beginning back in 1983, Brat Fest has raised
almost $1.5 million for the 100 plus local 501(c)(3)’s who volunteer to
help at the event.
“As a community we remember why we gather on this special
weekend; to honor the men and women who have served and gave
the ultimate sacriﬁce for our country, our way of life, and our freedom”
said Tim Metcalfe, Brat Fest Organizer and Co-Owner of Metcalfe’s
Market.
It is in their honor that Brat Fest will remember their service with the
following events:
PRESENTING OF THE COLORS: On Monday, May 25, Brat Fest will
recognize Memorial Day with a tribute to veterans and members of
the military by removing our hats, bowing our heads and singing the
national anthem from the Ho-Chunk Grand Stage at 2:30 p.m.
Members of VFW Post 1318 will follow by Presenting the Colors. At
3:00 p.m. there will be another ceremony retrieving the colors. In
memory of the fallen.
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HOMETOWN HEROES: Brat Fest will honor our local ﬁre and safety
professionals by celeBRATing their service to our community on
Saturday, May 23 and Sunday, May 24 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. It’s a
special event to promote police-community partnerships. We
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recognize the roles our heroes play in ﬁre ﬁghting, as well as drug and

Presenting of the Colors

crime prevention. We are passionate about strengthening

Hometown Heroes

neighborhood spirit. Festivities include participation by our Town and

Salute to Veterans

City of Madison Fire Department, EMS, SWAT, City of Madison Police
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Department with the K-9 and Mounted Patrol unit!
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SALUTE TO VETERANS AND SOLDIERS: At the Brat Gear Tent,
veterans and members of the U.S. Armed Forces who present a
Military/Veteran ID Card on Monday, May 25 between 10 a.m. and 6
p.m. will receive a commemorative, complimentary T-shirt (while
supplies last) and Brat Buck, which can be redeemed for one
complimentary brat, hot dog, ear of sweet corn, or soda. Thanks to all
veterans who have given so unselﬁshly through the years–some with
their very lives, some who live with the physical and emotional
reminders daily. And thanks to those who are serving now in the name
of freedom.
About The World's Largest Brat Fest
Brat Fest has been held every Memorial Day weekend since 1983 as
a fundraiser for more than 100 charities and 501c3’s that help staff the
event. Tom and Margaret Metcalfe held the very ﬁrst Brat Fest in front
of their Madison, Wis. family-owned grocery store, Metcalfe's Market,
with a 22” Weber Grill, a table and three chairs. It was a way for them
to say "thank you" to their customers. In 2001, Johnsonville came on
board as the "ofﬁcial brat" for the Festival. In 2005, Brat Fest outgrew
Metcalfe's parking lot and moved to Willow Island at the Alliant Energy
Center. Now more than 30 years later, the family-friendly Brat Fest
features 100 free musical acts, free parking, free admission, ﬁreworks,
a carnival and of course, brats - with almost $1.5 million donated to
local charities since 1983. For a complete list of Brat Fest
programming, events, and highlights, visit www.bratfest.com and
follow us on Facebook and Twitter (@bratfest).
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Produced by Metcalfe's Market
Metcalfe's Market is a local, family-owned grocery store with two
locations in Madison (Hilldale and West Towne), and one in the heart
of downtown Wauwatosa. In its 98-year history, Metcalfe's has led the
way in environmental practices. From creating a local food miles
program featuring 3,000 local foods to 100 percent green power and
composting, Metcalfe's Market is committed to a more sustainable
Wisconsin. For more information on Metcalfe's Market, call
608.238.7612 or visit www.shopmetcalfes.com.
Presented by Johnsonville Sausage
Wisconsin-based Johnsonville Sausage is the No. 1 national brand of
bratwurst, Italian sausage, smoked-cooked links and fresh breakfast
sausage links. Johnsonville employs approximately 1,400 members.
Each member takes ownership of product quality to ensure the
excellence and "Big Flavor" of Johnsonville Sausage. Founded in
1945 by Ralph F. and Alice Stayer, the company remains privately
owned today. www.johnsonville.com

